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MAFFIT  AGAINST  GOLDSBOROUGH. 


THE    RECORi:)    SPEAKS^ 


LOOK  ON  THIS   PICTURE. 

I.  Mr.  Maffit  is  Opposed  to 

Agitation  of  the  Question 

of  Emancipation. 

He  says  : 

"/  do  not  and  cannot  ap- 
^^  prove  the  agitation  of  the 
^^  question  of  Emancipation  of 
"  the  slaves  of  Maryland  in  the 
"  coming  campaign.  I  think 
"  the  agitation  of  this  ques- 
"  tion,  or  any  matter  connected 
"  ivith  it,  can  do  no  good,  and 
"  will  certainly  produce  mis- 
"  chief." — 3Iaffit's  Letter,  pub- 
lished in  ^^  American,"  June 
8,  1863. 


NOW  ON  THIS. 

Mr.  Goldsborough  is  in  Fa- 
vor of  Agitating  the 
Question  Now. 

He  says : 

"  I  am  in  favor  of  tlie  fullest 
"  discussion  of  the  question  of 
''  Emancipation  in  the  can- 
'*  vass  hefore  us,  and  shall 
''  Mv^Q  the  call  for  a  Cousti- 
"  tutional  Convention  at  the 
''  earliest  practicable  day,  with 
"  a  view  to  make  up  and  dis- 
"  pose  of  the  suhject  of  slavery 
"  in  tlie  State,  in  the  mode 
''  most  consistent  with  the 
'Hrue  interest  of  both  races.'' 
—  Goldshorough' s  Address  ac- 
cepting nomination. 


if 


It  is  very  plain  that  Mr.  Maffit's  opposition  to  the  agi- 
tation of  the  question  of  Emancipation  agitates  it  quite 
as  much  as  does  Mr   Goldsborough's  advocacy. 

The  onl}^  mischief  \\i\\  be  in  a  fruitless  agitation  to 
prevent  a  beneficent  result,  for  the  selfish  purpose  of 
making  Mr.  Maflit  Comptroller  !  ! 


II.  Mr.  Maffit  is   Opposed 

to  Emancipation  on 

any  Terms. 

He  says : 

"  I  am  opposed  to  interfer- 
"  eiice  with  tlie  private  and 
"  guaranteed  rights  of  any  of 
"  our  citizens." 

"  i  am  opposed  to  any  act 
"of  Emancipation  which  has 
''  the  efffct  to  despoil  the  own- 
"  ers  of  slave  property  of  their 
"right  to  their  property, 
"  which  I  regard  to  be  as  law- 
"  fully  tlieirs  as  any  property 
"  I  have  is  mine." 

"I  ani  opposed  to  any  act 
"  of  Emancipation  loith  coni- 
^' pensati07i,  at  this  time,  be- 
"  cause  it  is  not  asked  for  by 
"  any  considerable  number  of 
"  slaveholders ,  holding  ajiy  con- 
"  siderable  number  of  slaves, 
"  and  because  I  do  not  know 
"  where  compensation  is  to 
"come  from — unless  from  the 
"people  of  Maryland. — Maf- 
fit's Letter,  June  8. 


Mr.  Goldsborovigh   Favors 

Emancipation  on 

any  Terms. 

He  says : 

"  I  am  in  favor  of  the  Pres- 
ident's policy  of  compensa- 
ted Emancipation.  Prior  to 
the  assembling  of  this  Con- 
ventioUj  I  advocated  this 
policy,  and  introduced  a  res- 
olution approving  it  at  a 
meeting  of  the  Union  party, 
held  at  Easton,  and  my  great 
anxiety  to  see  it  adopted  is 
a  controlling  motive  for  my 
acceptance  of  your  nomina- 
tion." 

"  Being  a  slaveJiolder,  I  am 
in  favor  of  the  immediate  ag- 
itation of  this  question,  and 
of  a  change  in  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  State  in  relation  to 
master  and  servant,  in  the 
mode  prescribed  by  that  in- 
strument.' '  —  Goldsborough's 
Address . 


Mr.  JMaffit's  language  excludes  Emancipation  at  any 
time,  for  till  the  negroes  are  freed  they  will  be  the  pri- 
vate and  guaranteed  rights  of  our  citizens,  and  to  free 
them  is  to  interfere  with  their  rights !  I 

Compensation  does  not  alter  the  case  in  his  opinion, 
for  Maryland,  he  says,  ^'cannot  and  ought  not  to  give 
it,"  and  ^'  Congress  has  not  the  constitutional  power  to 
do  so  "  ir^o  he  is  not  for  compensated  Emancipation 
any  more  than  for  despoiling  the  owners  of  their  slave 
property. 

Nay  more.  He  thinks  it  wholly  immaterial  what  free 
laboring  men  may  think  or  suffer,  unless  they  are  pitied 
by  ^-conservative"  slaveowners. 

Certainly,  it  requires  some  assurance  to  tell  700,000 
people  that  they  shall  not  relieve  themselves  of  a  ^urthen 
to  their  industry  or  prosperity,  unless  16,000  of  them, 
who,  for  fifty  years,  have  governed  them  for  their  private 
advantage,  are  willing  to  give  up  their  domination  !  ! 

It  is  probable  '^considerable  numbers"  of  free  laborers 
may  think  difTercSntly,  and  may  show  it  by  voting  for  Mr. 
Goldsborough. 

III.  Mr.  Mafat  is  Opposed  to  a   Mr.  Goldsborough  is  in  Favor 


Constitutional  Convention, 
because  it  gives  an  Op- 
portunity for  Eman- 
cipation. 

"This  clamor  about  tlit- 
*'  Constitutional  Convention, 
*'  taking  the  sense  of  the  peo- 


of  a  Constitutional  Conven- 
tion, because  it  gives 
an  Opportunity  for 
Emancipation. 

''  It  is  the  imperative  duty  of 
"  the  Legislature  to  p«5s  a  bill 
^'  submit  tin  (J  to  the  people   the 
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"pie,  &c.,  coraes  particularly 
"  from  those  who  wish  to 
"abolish  slavery  in  the  State, 
'''and  the  intelligent  reader 
"  will  also  see  in  this  proposi- 
"  tion  that  which,  if  yielded 
'■'by  the  anii-Einancipation- 
"ists,  gives  vp  all  that  the 
"  Emancipationists  claim  of  the 
"  next  Legislature. 

"If  it  is  conceded,  there  is 
"nothing  more  needed  to  in- 
"  augurate  in  the  State,  in  full 
"  blast,  the  question  of  Eraan- 
"  cipation."— M-(^r.s  Letter  in 
Cecil  Whig  of  June  13,  1863. 


"  question  of  a  call  for  a  Con- 
"  vention. 

"By  80  doing,  this  vexed 
'■'question  would  be  forever 
"  removed,  in  the  only  practi- 
"  cable  way,  from  the  arena  of 
"  political  strife. 

'•'The  status  of  the  State 
"  would  then  be  determined 
"  in  the  mode  prescribed  by 
"  law,  and  luhether  ice  receive 
"  compensation  or  not,  I  am 
"  luilling,  as  a  slaveholder,  to 
"  sacrifice  my  irderest  in  the  in- 
*'  stitution,  believing  that  the 
"accomplishment  of  so  desi- 
"  rable  an  object  as  Eraanci- 
"  pation  would  result  in  the 
"  permanent  peace  and  pros- 
''  perity  of  the  State."— G^oZcZs- 
horough's  Address. 


But  it  is  quite  plain  that  Mr.  Maffit  and  his  Conven- 
tion are  trifling  with  the  people  of  Maryland,  that  Mr. 
Maffit  is  trifling  with  his  friends,  and  that  his  Committee 
is  trifling  both  with  the  Convention^  the  people,  and  Mr. 
Maffit. 

The  preceding  and  following  quotations  prove  it. 

Mr.  Maffit,  in  the  passages  above  quoted,  avows  his 
hostility  to  a  Convention,  and  they  were  printed  in  the 
American  of  the  Sth  June;  were  copied  and  commented 
on  by  various  newspapers  in  different  sections  of  the 


State  prior  to  his  nomination  by  the  Convention   of  the 
23d. 

Kno\ving  then  his  avowed  hostility  to  a  Convention, 
his  nomination  by  them  proves  either  indifference  or 
insincerity  upon  the  subject,  when  they  declare  them- 
selves in  favor  of  the  next  Legislature  making  ^^  prompt 
provision  for  submitting  to  the  people  the  question  of  a 
call "  therefor — and  in  either  case,  amounts  to  a  mere 
trick  to  cheat  the  people. 


IV.  Mr.  Maffit  Does  not  Stand 

Upon  the  Platform  of 

his  Convention. 

He  says : 

"The  Comptroller  lias  no 
"official  connection  with  the 
"questions  now  agitating  tlie 
"public  mind,  and  it  would 
"seem,  therefore,  that  his  in- 
"  dividual  sentiments  only 
"  were  of  interest  to  the  pub- 
"lic." 

"  ]\ry  sentiments  and  views 

upon  matters  of  public  con- 
"  cerri  have  been  very  recent- 
"  ly,  and  in  a  public  manner 
"  vcr?/  fully  expressed  ;  and  I 
"  approve  as  consistent  tliere- 
"  loith  the 'principles  declared  in 
"  the  preamble,  and  first  to  the 
"fourth  7'esolutions  inclusive, 
"by  the  Convention  whose 
"  Committee  you  are. 


Mr.    Goldsborough    Stands 
Squarely  Upon  the  Plat- 
form of  his  Party. 

He  says  : 

"  I  was  a  member  of  the 
"  Committee  whicli  reported 
"  the  resolutions  that  consti- 
"  tute  your  platform,  and /«- 
"  vored  their  adoption^  both  in 
"  Committee  and  in  Convention. 
"Now  that  you  liave  tendered 
"me  this  nomination,  /  ac- 
"  cept  it  upon  that  basis,  and  in 
"  so  doing  reiterate  my  unre- 
"  served  endorsement  of  every 
'^principle  lohichit  enunciates." 

The  second  and  third  of  the 
resolutions  above  referred  to 
declare  as  follows : 

"  Resolved^  That  the  Uncon- 
"ditional  Union  men  of  Ma- 
"  ryland  ought  to  nominate 
"  and  vote  for  no  candidate  for 
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"Tlie  fifth  resolution  of  the 
"series  adopted  (that  which 
'■'  refers  to  a  Constitutional 
"  Convention)  does  not  relate 
"to  principles,  but  is  the  ex- 
"  pression  of  the  opinion  of  a 
"  majority  of  the  members  of 
"  tlie  Convention  upon  tiie 
"subject  to  which  it  refers, 
"  and  is  applicable  to  the  Leg- 
"  islature,  whilst  it  has  no 
"  connection  whatever  with 
"  the  duties  of  the  Comp- 
"  ixoWex."— Mr.  Ilaffit's  Letter 
of  Acceptance. 


"the  General  Assembly  who 
""  does  not  pledire  himself  to 
"  call  a  Constitutional  Con- 
"  vention^  to  assemble  at  the 
"  earliest  practicable  period." 
"  Resolved,  That  the  policy 
"  of  Emancipation  ought  to 
"  be  inaugurated  in  Mary- 
"  land." — 2Ir.  Golchhorougli  s 
Address, 


1st. — Then  Mr,  Maffit  adheres  to  all  his  expressed 
views,  one  of  which  is  his  opposition  to  a  Convention. 

2d — That  the  fifth  resolution,  above  quoted^  has  no 
relation  to  him  !  I 

That  is  to  trifle  with  the  Convention,  unless  it  was  un- 
derstood all  round  as  a  trick 

The  Committee  seems  equally  to  trifle  with  the  Con- 
vention and  Mr.  Maffit,  for  the  platform  of  the  Conven- 
tion is  carefully  silent  about  emancipation.  The  word  is 
not  foun  1  ill  it. 

Yet  his  Committee,  in  their  address  prepared  for  the 
Convention,  invent  and  heat  themselves  over  an  issue, 
till  then  unheard  of,  between  Constitutional  and  mi-Con- 
stitutional  Emancipation — against  the  latter,  but  not  for 
the  former. 


The  reputed  author  of  their  address  has  informed  the 
public,  by  way  of  explanation,  that  '^  the  issue  raised  " 
between  their  Convention  and  ours  '^  grew  mainly  out  of 
*'  a  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  carrjing 
*^  the  slavery  agitation  into  the  canvass  upon  the  claim, 
"as  we  supposed,  of  immediate  and  peremptory  eman- 
*'  cipation  in  advance  of  the  contemplated  State  Cofc- 
^'  vention." 

What  excuse  is  there  for  any  such  supposition,  since 
no  one  ever  hjnted  anywhere  at  any  such  claim?  It  is  a 
pure  invention. 

But  the  following  statement  is  astounding : 

'^  The  members  of  the  Executive  Committea,  without 
"  exception,  were  in  favor  of  gradual  emancipation,  and 
"  the  call  of  a  Convention  at  the  ^2LvY\Qsi  practicable  day.^^ 

Then  the  announcement  of  four  weeks  previous — that 
**  there  are  Emancipationists  on  this  Committee  " — did 
not  exclude  the  inference,  most  natural,  that  anti- Eman- 
cipationists also  were  to  be  found  on  their  Committee  ! 

Then  they  do  not  "  ignore  all  issues,  local  or  national  " 
in  this  canvass,  as  the  platform  says  ! ! 

It  was  an  error  when  the  address  said :  "  We  have  no 
"  time  to  devote  to. domestic  feuds  when  the  clouds  of  a 
^'  wasting  civil  war  are  hanging  over  us." 

Since  all  but  their  candidate  for  Comptroller  are 
agreed,  both  as  to  t^mancipation  and  a  Convention,  it  can 
hardly  be  termed  a  "  feud  "  with  Mr.  Maffit  alone  dis- 
senting.    But  if  "  feuds  "  there  be — if  errors  exist— if 
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harmony  be  desirable — then  would  not  Christendom 
stand  amazed  to  see  Emancipationists  and  Conventionists 
of  every  shade  and  hue  at  once  dissipate  their  ^'  feuds," 
correct  their  "  errors,"  and  "  harmonize  "  their  differ- 
ences, by  adopting  Mr.  JVIaffit  as  their  leading  Candidate 
— himself  opposed  to  all  Emancipation,  compensated  or 
uncompensated,  immediate  or  remote,  by  a  Convention 
or  without  one  ! ! ! 

The  views  entertained  by  Mr.  Goldsborough,  and 
shared  in  by  this  Committee  and  those  who  support  him, 
in  relation  to  the  subject  now  being  '^  agitated,"  despite 
the  remonstrance  of  Mr.  Maffit  and  his  co-workers,  have 
been  recently  reflected  in  the  very  strongest  light  by  his 
Excellency,  Gov.  Bradford,  as  follows  : 

Governoi'   Bradford  Thinks   the  Growth    and  Prosperity   of 
the  State  Demand  Emancipation. 

"  I  am  satisfied  that  the  conviction  'has  been  slovrly  but 
''  surely  maturing  in  the  minds  of  the  people,  for  years  past, 
"that  the  future  growth  and  prosperity  of  .our  State  demand 
"  a  change  in  our  system  of  labor,  and  the  events  of  the  last 
"two  years  have  only  served  to  show  the  necessity  of  pro- 
"  viding  for  that  change  with  the  least  possible  delay.  When 
"  we  speak  of  gradual  emancipation  it  must  not  be  supposed 
''  that  the  phrase  is  employed  by  way  of  postponement  of  the 
"  operation,  but  it  honestly  expresses  what  it  truly  means, 
"■that  such  emancipation  shall  on]}'  be  so  gradual  as  to 
'■•  truari'd  it  against  the  evil  consequences  tliat  must  necessa- 
"  rily  result  to  slave  as  well  as  master  from  too  sudden  a 
"  change  in  any  system  of  labor  that  is  of  indigenous  growth. 
"Nor   will  any  one,  I   trust,  imagine   that,  in  speaking  of 
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"emancipation  hy  legal  or  practical  means,  we  mean  to  emhar- 
"  rass  or  delay  the  project  by  the  use  of  any  equivocal  terms 
^'calculated  to  leave  any  doubt  of  the  good  faith  of  those  who 
' '  a  vow  that  policy.' ' 


Governor   Bradford   Opposes   Delay  aud  Thinks  the  Whole 
Question  may  be  Settled  in  1864. 

"Nor  will  a  disposition  of  the  question  by  this,  the  only 
"  means  of  meeting  it,  involve  the  delay  which  some  seem 
"  to  suppose.  The  Convention  which  assembled  in  1851, 
"and  framed  our  present  Constitution,  was  authorized  by  an 
"act  which  was  passed  by  the  Legislature  immediately 
"preceding  it.  The  same  act  provided  for  submitting  the 
"  question  of  a  Convention  to  the  vote  of  the  people,  and  for 
"the  assembling  of  that  Convention,  if  authorized  by  such 
"vote. 

"  The  same  proceeding  may  be  adopted  now,  and  I  shall 
"  not  hesitate  to  recommend  it  to  the  next  General  Assembly. 
"  Thus  may  not  only  the  question  of  a  Convention  be  stibmitted, 
"  but  the  Convention  itself  assembled  by  the  summer  of  1864, 
"  and  the  ivhole  question  disposed  of  before  the  summer  is 
"  ended." 


Governor  Bradford  Says  the  Call  of  a  Convention  is  the  First 
Step   Towards   Emancipation,    and   that   the   next 
Legislature   Should   by   all    Means   Make 
Provision  for   Such  Convention. 

"That  Constitution  expressly  prohibits  the  Legislature 
"  from  abolishing  the  relation  of  master  and  slave  as  at 
"  present  existing  in  the  State.  The  first  step  to  be  taken, 
"  therefore,  is  to  provide  for  taking  the  sense  of  the  people 
'Mipon  the  subject  of  a  Convention  to  revise  the  Constitution 
"  of  the  State.     To  advocate  the  call  of  such  a  Convention, 
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"and  to  urge  upon  the  next  Legislature  the  necessity  of 
"submitting  the  question  to  the  people  at  tlie  earliest  pric- 
"  ticahle  day,  as  the  only  legitimate  mode  by  wliich  the  most 
"  earnest  advocate  of  emancipation  can  inaugurate  that 
"  policj",  I  have  never  hesitated  to  avow  the  opinion  tiiat  the 
'*  next  Legislature  should  by  all  means  make  such  a  pvo- 
"  vision.  The  people  of  the  State  have  the  constitutional 
"  riglit  to  express  their  views  upon  the  subject  of  a  revision 
"  of  their  organic  law  every  ten  years  ;  and  whether  or  not 
''the  game  constitutional  duty  of  providing  for  this  right 
"rests  upon  the  nest  Legislature,  as  it  did  upon  the  last, 
"  no  oneivill  question  their  right  to  do  so." 


Gov.  Bradford  Thinks  that  Among  True  Union  Men  the  Senti- 
ment is  Almost  Unanimous  of  Gradual  Emancipation, 

"  The  greater  part,  if  not  all,  of  the  SecesMionists  among 
'  us,  still  strangely  clinging  to  tlie  'nope  that  the  rebellion 
'  would  succeed,  the  Southern  Confederacy  be  established, 
'and  Maryland  be  made  a  part  of  it,  have  })een,  as  a  matter 
'of  course,  opposed  to  every  mode  of  Emancipation,  and  de- 
'  termiued  to  clin^g  to  slaver\'  as  the  great  pillar  of  their  new 
•Republic.  Besides  the  class  above  mentioned,  there  are 
'  doubtless  some — in  my  opinion,  however,  a  small  proportion 
'  of  the  true  Union  men  of  the  State — who  from  early  asso- 
'  ciations,  or  other  influences,  have  not  yet  relinquished 
'  their  attachment  to  slavery.  They  too,  however,  as  they 
'  calmly  consider  the  death  blow  which  the  rebellion  must 
'  necessarily  iufiict  upon  the  institution,  and  actuated  by  a 
'desire  to  avoid  all  collisions  with  tlieir  loyal  brethren  upon 
•  any  subject  that  may  weaken  the  effect  of  their  united 
'  efforts  in  behalf  of  the  Union,  are  day  by  day  yielding  their 
'first  impressions  upon  the  subject,  and  acquiescing  in  tlie 
'policy  of  State  Emancipation  by  the  earliest  practicable 
'means." 
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A  ^^Convention  "  may  then  be  assembled  by  the  sum- 
mer of  1864,  and  the  whole  question  flisposed  of  before 
that  summer  is  ended  ! ! 

The  most  ''  radical  "  of  Mr.  Goldsborough's  support- 
ers have  asked  no  more. 

We  congratulate  the  people  of  Maryland  upon  the 
auspicious  "  agitation  '^  which  promises  an  Emancipation 
Comptroller  and  Commissioner  of  the  Land  (;fFice,  an 
Emancipation  Delegation  in  Congress,  an  Emancipation 
Legislature,  and  the  assured  prospect  of  a  speedy  I'man- 
cipation  from  an  Kvil  which  has  more  than  aught  else 
thwarted  the  enterprise,  retarded  the  prosperity  and 
dwarfed  the  resources  of  the  State  !  ! 

WM.  B.  HILL, 
HENRY   W.  HOFFMAN, 
S.  F.  iSTREETER, 
JOHN  A.  NEEDLES, 
HORACE  ABBOTT, 
WM.  H.  BALTZELL, 
MILTON  WHITNeV, 
JAMES  E.  DWI^ELLE, 
WM.  H.  SHIPLEY, 
ROBERT  TYSON, 
Unconditional  Union  State  Central  Committee. 


